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Raleigh, N. C. 
October 20, 1955 
Dear Editor: 

Your pamphlet “Christian Race Relations 
Must Be Natural” is one of the finest articles 
I have ever read on this subject. 

Please send me 100 and thank you. 


Yours truly, 
Mrs. T. C. 
OPP PLPLLOLPPE PLP ELOLLO LE LLG LP PELE OLEL PLE PD PLOPOLPOLP: 


EDITORIALS 
The New Hymn-Book 


for Presbyterianism 


The _ long-talked-of book of hymns _ for 
five American Churches of the Presbyterian- 
Reformed tradition is now available. The first 
remark is that those who were apprehensive 
are due a pleasant surprise. The title “The 
Hymnal” gives suggestion of discounting the 
claims of all others: all in all, it does bid fair 
to make good its title for the Presbyterian fam- 
ily, at least. 


Hartman 


A look at the Index gives the examiner a 
shock in finding no separate paragraph for 
hymns relating to the Holy Spirit. It may be 
simply an error. There is however much relief 
in the discovery of most of the old and familiar 
hymns appertaining to the Third Person of the 
Trinity. It is also cause for profound thanks 
that despite liberal trends in the land, the great 
doctrinal compositions are retained with their 
undiminished theological truth. Also from the 
musical standpoint, there is much to afford satis- 
faction. It is only to be expected that in view 
of the several derivations, no one Church, to 
say naught of individuals, could expect undue 
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partiality whether in the selection of the hymns 
or as regards the fitting of tunes to poetry. 


In view of the fact that more than a dozen 
hymns are given with two, or more, tunes, and 
despite the necessary regard for the size of the 
volume, it seems too bad that such treasures 
as “O Sacred Head Now Wounded,” and “I 
heard the Voice of Jesus Say,” should not at 
least have as alternate tunes those which long 
familiarity and use have endeared to us. And 
the same can be said for “Praise My Soul the 
King of Heaven,” “Lift Up Your Heads Ye 
Mighty Gates,” “Great God We Sing That 
Mighty Hand,” and “Come My Soul, Thy Suit 
Prepare.” Also to reject Belmont for the hymn 
“O God of Bethel,” and Heber for “How Sweet 
the Name of Jesus Sounds,” and to set “The 
Head That Once Was Crowned With Thorns” 
to any other melody than Azmon, seems little 
short of profanation! Azmon seems flat indeed 
if not discordant, when used with “We Bear 
the Strain of Earthly Care.” It is on the other 
hand glorious and most consonant, in connec- 
tion with “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” 
as also for ““The Head That Once Was Crowned 
With Thorns.” But it is not so done in THE 
HYMNAL. And not a few will feel that the 
editors spoiled “I Think When I Read That 
Sweet Story of Old” in not using for it Gifford’s 
music. Similar is the reaction when it is found 
that “According to Thy Gracious Word” and 
“Give to the Winds Thy Fears,” are set to other 
tunes than the so consonant Evan and Green- 
wood, There is however solace in the fact that 
these latter two tunes are found elsewhere in 
the new book, and so can be used after all. 
If the editors had taken a tip from others and 
had entered a note with certain hymns to the 
effect that such and such other tunes can also 
be employed, it would have helped. And we 
cannot forbear the thought that even though 
there may have been valid reason, it is so disap- 
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pointing to see “There is a Green Hill Far 
Away” set to Meredith, as it is also in the 
Presbyterian Hymnal, rather than to the music 
of Stebbins. 


There are many hymns whose tunes are ac- 
cording to our time-honored use, going back to 
our old and long discarded Psalms and Hymns,- 
a very valuable book. We feel so much at home 
with Seymour, Hursley, Lyons, and Park Street, 
with their ancient and fitting companions. 
There may be cause for the peculiar division 
of Watts’ “I Sing the Almighty Power of God,” 
between two tunes, with three stanzas to each. 
At any rate it is fine to see the much omitted 
stanza. Also the editors should be heartily com- 
mended for the many new songs,-and interesting. 

Whereas we have grown accustomed to Sir 
John Bowring and even Sarah F. Adams, it still 
jars to find “Rise Up O Men of God” in a 
Presbyterian hymn-book! We are saddened to 
see no place given to “There’s a Land That Is 
Fairer Than Day,” and also to think that deep 
and sacred memories will not be stirred in the 
use of “There Is a Happy Land, Far, Far Away.” 
And leaving out “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 
I Stand” is little short of tragic! The many 
Psalms of “Genevan and Scottish” tradition will 
awake grateful response. And not a few will 
be happy to see the number of Gospel Songs. 
The Spirituals are welcomed. And valuable is 
the regard for the children by entering such a 
memory-stirring song as “I Think When I Read 
That Sweet Story of Old.” Descants and har- 
monic structures will appeal particularly to 
the trained musical ear. On the other hand, 
we do not care for the many Amens: they are 
overdone these days. And the Kyrie Eleisons 
are un-Presbyterian, 


It is cause for real satisfaction to see that 
the so-called responsive readings have “rhyme 
and reason” to them, as indicated in the care 
employed in the divisions of the thought in 
Psalm use; and there is much greater satisfac- 
tion in noting the employment of unison read- 
ings of the Scripture in greater part, which ac- 
cords with propriety and proper reverence for 
the Scriptures. If we would do as the Latin- 
Americans do,- viz., stand for the reading of 
the Scriptures, and go back to the ancient Pres- 
byterian custom of standing in prayer,-a Bibli- 
cal posture!- greater improvement would accrue 
to Divine worship. 

The editors did scant credit to themselves 
in using the King James Version of the Bible 
for Psalms | and 23 only, and also for the Ten 


Commandments, while employing the R.S.V. for 
all the other readings. The same sense of pro- 
priety and regard for public opinion touching 
these ingrained treasures of King James beauty 
should have carried them further; for more 
than these three passages are indelibly stamped 
as Scripture in hearts that appreciate stately, 
elevated, distinctive, and reverent verbiage. It 
is ill to oppose translations: it is well to reject 
interpretation for translation. Countless changes 
are made in the R.S.V. as over against the King 
James, and with scant if any justification; and 
the hubbub about so many discoveries since 
1611 necessitating revision, is sales talk. There 
is far more justification for general adoption 
of the A.R.V. in hymn-books since 1901, than 
for using the R.S.V. in 1955 in The Hymnal. 


We add that the Long Meter Doxology has 
always seemed a sufficiently good “Call to Wor- 
ship,” used at the beginning of the “liturgy,” 
instead of, as according to the Episcopal fashion, 
after the offering. Putting “He descended into 
Hell,” even in parenthesis, is commendable, for 
those who desire to repeat the Creed. 


In conclusion, the indices are fine, complete, 
covering all matters of importance and interest: 
tunes, composers, arrangers, topics and _ first 
lines. And all are quite happily placed in the 
back of the book. The editors deserve the thanks 
of the contributing Churches for a remarkable 
piece of work in the face of very great difficul- 
ties. Hats off to them! We devoutly hope that 
deeper acquaintance will confirm the very favor- 
able first impressions gathered from a_ hasty 
survey of The Hymnal. —R.F.G. 


Propitiation In Romans 3:25 


Attention was called to an able defense of 
this translation in a recent issue of the West- 
minster Theological Journal by President R. R. 
Nicole of Gordon College. We are happy to 
find another capable witness, Vice-Principal 
Leon Morris of Ridley College, Melbourne, 
Australia, in the September issue of NEW TES- 
TAMENT STUDIES. Morris shows that the 
word used by Paul means propitiation, a noun 
that describes the death of Christ as the sacri- 
fice by means of which the wrath of God was 
removed or averted. Morris shows that this 
is the sense of the Greek word in IV Maccabees 
17:22 used of the propitiatory death of the seven 
brothers as Jewish martyrs. J. Jeremias sets 
forth similar thoughts concerning the martyr 
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sufferings told of Elias and of Moses by late 
Judaistic expectations. cf. Kittel, Vol. II & 
Vol. IV. 


Dr. Morris has presented a far more elaborate 
defense of the meaning of the Greek word in 
this and in parallel passages in the New Testa- 
ment in a doctor’s thesis accepted here in Cam- 
bridge and soon to appear in condensed book 
form under the title, THE APOSTOLIC 
PREACHING OF THE CROSS. It is also re- 
ported that President Nicole is soon to have 
his work on the atonement in book form. In 
his recently published commentary on Romans 
in the Meyer series, Prof. Otto Michel of Tue- 
bingen shows that the Gospel includes the wrath 
of God and declares that Christ died as the 
propitiatory sacrifice to show forth the right- 
eousness of God in justifying the one who be- 
lieves in Jesus. pp. 50, 92-93. May these schol- 
arly witnesses be used of God to bring the 
Church to a clearer understanding and a fuller 
statement of the central truth of the Cross as 
set forth in the Scriptures! And may their work 
lead the RSV and other new translators to 
restore to Romans 3:25, I John 2:2 and other 
passages the word propitiation as the proper 
rendering of the original text. W.C.LR. 





Prepared? 


Medical science has made it possible for chil- 
dren to now be inoculated against a variety 
of contagious diseases and parents have been 
quick to avail themselves of this opportunity 
to protect their children against the inevitable 
contacts to which they are subjected. 


Why, Oh why, are parents so slow to realize 
that their children need the Word of God stored 
in their hearts and minds? “Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee,’ exclaimed the Psalmist. 


In a recent Sunday School lesson we find 
our Lord using the Scriptures with the pre- 
cision of a rapier and the effect of an atomic 
bomb. Satan simply cannot stand against the 
Word of God and those who have it stored 
away in their hearts find it an ever ready help 
in time of need. 


Not only does the Bible help when we are 
tempted, it is also a never-ending source ‘of 
wisdom when we have to make decisions. Again 
and again the Christian will find the answer 
to some specific problem in some particular 
verse in the Bible. There are those who scoff 
at such a “childish” use of the Bible but there 
are many others who know by personal experi- 
ence that God often answers our prayers and 
gives us specific directions in this way. 


Many Colleges and Universities have reported 
that incoming classes of freshmen have shown 
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an abysmal ignorance of even some of the sim- 
plest facts having to do with the Bible. Are 
we as a nation, in our sophistication and self- 
assurance, forgetting that no man is truly wise 
who is ignorant of the Scriptures? 


It is not sufficient for parents to send their 
children to Sunday School and hope that they 
will receive a basic training in the Bible there. 
At best the teaching in such a short period of 
time. each week is wholly inadequate, At its 
worst - and it is alarmingly prevalent in the 
philosophy of Christian education in many cir- 
cles today - the child will be taught trite facts 
about nature and nothing from the Word. 


Christian training is one of the primary 
duties of parents and if America is raising up 
a generation of spiritual illiterates it is because 
parents themselves have failed in a basic re- 
sponsibility. How do we teach the Bible to 
our children? First of all they must see in our 
homes and in our own personal lives that the 
Scriptures are of central importance. They must 
see us read the Bible daily. They must hear 
us talking about it. They must share with us 
in playing Bible games. They must be led in 
memorizing it, first simple verses, then extended 
passages, even whole chapters and books. 


This is not a matter of weeks, or of months; 
rather it is a process which takes years and it 
is the greatest heritage we can leave our chil- 
dren. The boy or girl who goes out into life 
with God’s Word hidden in his or her heart 
has been prepared as none other can be. It 
is this Word which tells us of the Christ and 
which leads to a saving knowledge of His love 
and work for us. 


Concerned about the physical welfare of your 
child? We hope you are. But we hope far more 
that you are concerned about the spiritual wel- 
fare of that precious boy or girl. If you are, 
start today to lead him or her into a knowledge 
of the Bible. 


“The entrance of thy words giveth light; it 
giveth understanding unto the simple.” ‘ 
“Great peace have they which love thy law; 
and nothing shall offend them.” L.N.B. 





Tolerance Does Not Mean 
Recognition 


Our attention has recently been called to an 
article which appeared in the Honolulu Ad- 
vertiser reporting the fact that a meeting of 
the Territorial Legislature had been opened 
with prayer by a Buddhist priest. 


To many the reaction will be that this is 
simply a demonstration of a basic freedom of 
America—the freedom of worship. But, was 
it? 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


ci ne a No STR ASE 


Oea 


oo eciaegatte aly0 


aa Ril ts te 
















me eet et oe 









ey 


its 


hs; 
it 
1il- 
life 
art 

It 
ind 
ove 


an 


of 
ned 


s is 
1 of 
was 


aeons: 0 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col 
lege and Secondary Schools Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with 11th, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Fall Semester 
begins September 5, 1955. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 











America is a nation founded on the principles 
of the Christian religion. We have stamped 
on our coins, “In God We Trust.” The same 
words are soon to appear on our paper cur- 
rency. There is a Bible in every courtroom in 
America and all official acts are sealed with an 
affirmation made on the Bible. 


Freedom of religion means that men and 
women are left to their own choice whether, 
or how, they will worship. They may choose to 
be atheists. They cannot be coerced into a 
faith, nor can they be punished because they 
do not believe. 


But, freedom of religion does not mean free- 
dom from religion. Those who believe have 
every right to use any legitimate means to win 
converts. Controversies have arisen in some 
areas because school children are taught the 
Bible on released time. Why not? They are 
not forced to attend these Bible classes and 
any may be excused. But, the provision for 
the teaching of the Bible for all who will avail 
themselves of this service, is also an inherent 
right of our country. 


In the case of the Territorial Legislature in 
Hawaii we teel that they erred. America, of 
which Hawaii is a part, has a Christian heritage 
and all official usages stem from the Christian 
concept. For that reason it will be abhorrent 
to many Americans to know that an official 
meeting of a local government recognized the 
right of Buddhism to intrude itself into such 
a meeting. 


There are those who will see involved in 
this a fine legal aspect having to do. with re- 
ligious freedom. But, the decision should be 
made-on the basis of the historic American con- 
cept. Here we have an opening wedge which 
could lead to national disaster. Isaiah, in two 
places, tells what God thinks about this: 


“IT am the Lord: that is my name: and my 
glory will I not give to another, neither my 
praise to graven images.” 


“For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, 
will I do it: for how should my name be pol- 
luted? and I will not give my glory to another.” 


It is one thing to extend tolerance to non- 
Christians in our midst. IT IS A VERY DIF- 
FERENT THING TO GIVE OFFICIAL REC- 
OGNITION TO PAGANISM. L.N.B. 
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WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT 
IS DOING FOR 
PRESBYTERIANISM 
IN CORPUS CHRISTI 


This is the story of the Holy Spirit and the 
Medern Miracles He worked for a group of lay- 
men. A story of how the Holy Spirit is taking 
many jumbled and unrelated pieces of the jig- 
saw puzzle and is fitting them together, quickly 
and smoothly, to complete the picture of Christ’s 
work in this community. A story of how dif- 
ficulties and inertia have been overcome as 
could be done only by the Holy Spirit. A 
story of what can be done when a group of 
laymen decide they will work for Christ. 


In Corpus Christi, Texas, a small group of 
laymen agreed it would be a wonderful thing 
if the Presbyterians in their area could have 
a week long revival in which all the Presbyterian 
churches would participate. It had long been 
the practice of individual churches to hold week 
long Preaching Missions, once or twice a year. 
Of course, all churches were invited to attend 
these meetings, but they never had been too 
successful. It was the thinking of this group 
that possibly their lack of success was because 
of the lack of effort put into them. It was 
decided that thinking in bigger terms and prac- 
ticing more faith would yield greater results. 


The same time-worn objections were dragged 
out and prominently displayed at the first meet- 
ing of these laymen who were striving to think 
in bigger terms. Presbyterians just didn’t be- 
lieve in revivals. Revivals were too emotional 
and accomplished no permanent good. We had 
no plans—no “know-how,” or experience in 
this kind of work. It took money and no one 
church had extra money set aside in their bud- 
get for such a purpose. It took time. There 
just never was a good time for a revival. Sum- 
mer was too hot—too many vacations. Fall— 
too many football games. Winter had Christ- 
mas and the holidays. People were simply too 
busy to do the Lord’s work. Looking back 
now, we realize we never answered these ob- 
jections. We don’t know the answer, but the 
Holy Spirit did and does. These alibis simply 
vanished as we started to work—they were dis- 
solved in the enthusiasm of the men who had 
the vision of what could be accomplished. 


Our first problem was organization. We 
needed a strong general chairman—an outstand- 
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ing Presbyterian who was respected, talented, 
and sold on the idea. We picked the best man 
who came to mind. Franklin Flato was one of 
the busiest men in the city. He had terrific 
business responsibilities and was already doing 
far more than his share of work in the church. 
We prayed. We asked the Lord to send the 
Holy Spirit to help us in this, our first problem. 
Mr. Flato accepted the position of general chair- 
man and immediately started his organization. 
He called a meeting of the outstanding Presby- 
terians in every church, each of whom were to 
bring a list of the best workers in their church. 
This meeting continued into the night. Names 
were suggested, discussed and decided upon of 
men who were best fitted for particular tasks. 
Again and again, the objection would be raised 
concerning a certain name, “He is far too busy”; 
“He hasn’t been able to do much lately’; “We 
have doubts if we could get him to do it.” Mr. 
Flato only said, “If he is the man the Lord 
wants to do this work that man will accept his 
responsibility.” Chairmen for the following 
committees were selected: Attendance, Prayer, 
Program, Publicity, Money, Out-of-Town Par- 
ticipation, Latin-American churches, Baby-Sit- 
ting, Ushering, Speakers, Youth, After Meeting, 
and Music. By the following evening, every 
man—without exception—had accepted his re- 
sponsibility to serve as the chairman of a par- 
ticular committee. The Holy Spirit had done 
His work. 


We now were in business. Enthusiasm had 
snowballed. We thought first of holding the 
meeting in a centrally located church. Soon 
we found ourselves sorry that the largest and 
only satisfactory auditorium in town would not 
seat more people. We first thought of a budget 
of $1500.00. It has since approached $5,000.00, 
and is still growing. 


The Holy Spirit began to fit the pieces to- 
gether. We were offered a complete set of 
plans which the largest denomination in the 
city had used for a recent and successful revival. 
At the same time, this denomination secured 
for us plans put out by their national organiza- 
tion. One of the members of our Committee, 
on a business trip, found himself sitting beside 
the man who had been the advance and pub- 
licity man for the Billy Graham Team. Many 
usable ideas were received from him. A com- 
plete scrapbook of publicity and plans of one 
of the country’s leading evangelists was made 
available to the Committee. One member of 
the Committee was a Commissioner to General 
Assembly and attended the Conference on Evan- 
gelism where he received a wealth of workable 
ideas. The Holy Spirit was telling us how. 


The date was set for December 4th through 
December 11th, and enthusiasm had lifted us 
from a neighborhood church to the largest audi- 
torium in the city suitable for such a meeting. 
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We had trouble with conflicting dates, The 
largest denomination in town was planning a 
revival the same week with a nationally-known 
Evangelist. Another strong denomination was 
planning a revival that week. For some reason, 
both of these revivals have either been cancelled 
or dates have been changed. The Christian 
Sing, which draws many thousands of people 
to the football stadium, was scheduled in the 
middle of the week of the meeting. For some 
reason, this has been postponed a week. Church 
calendars, men’s work and women’s work have 
been set around the week. The Holy Spirit was 
smoothing the way. 


The Holy Spirit helped us in other ways— 
many and unexpected ways. Ten _ billboards 
were made available. We worried about what 
to put on these billboards. One of the commit- 
teemen was talking to Mr. Al Dimmock, Asso- 
ciate Secretary of Evangelism, who told him 
he had billboard posters if the Committee could 
afford the rentals of the billboards. Radio, TV, 
and newspaper offered free time and special 
cooperation. A Presbyterian, who works on the 
editorial staff for the City’s leading newspaper 
and who writes special stories for the Commit- 
tee, was elected president of the Press Club, which 
gives him access to a large group of radio, TV, 
and newspaper writers. 


The week of the Evangelistic Meetings ts 
not yet a reality but no man or woman work- 
ing with the Committee has any doubt about 
its success. In some strange and unexplainable 
way, the greatest Power in the world has been 
used to bolster our human efforts. In some 
mysterious way, the Power that has helped Chris- 
tians through the centuries to do the Lord’s 
work, is helping Presbyterians in Corpus Christi, 
to promote His Kingdom. 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 

Sunday, November 13, Luke 19:12-29. It was 
generally expected that when the Messiah en- 
tered Jerusalem He would immediately set up 
His kingdom (v.11). What intimations did this 
story give concerning the time when the king- 
dom was to be established (vv.12-13,15) ? What 
was Christ’s specific purpose in entering Jeru- 
salem at this time (18:31-33)? How did the 
disciples react to this purpose (18:34)? Do you 
let your own plans and hopes block your under- 
standing of the future God has planned for 
you? Can we be completely blinded (18:34) to 
what God plainly tells us (18:31-33) by our 
preconceived ideas (19:11)? Christ has gone 
to heaven and will return in kingly power 
(19:13,15). Of what groups does v.14 remind 


NOVEMBER 9Q, 1955 








you? How are vwv.15-25 similar to Matthew 
25:14-30? how different? What use are you mak- 
ing of what Christ has entrusted to you? 


November 14, Psalm 92:1-8. What 
does the Psalmist have on his heart to do 
(vv.1-3)? Why (v.4)? What understanding of 
the Lord’s ways does the Psalmist have that 
the wicked do not have (vv.5-9)? How is this 
understanding a cure for a envy of the good 
fortune of the wicked? What has the Lord 
done in behalf of the Psalmist (vv.10-11)? How 
does the Psalmist describe the lot of the right- 
eous (ovsld-t5)? What is the source of their 
strength (v.13)? What is the purpose of their 
prosperity (v.15)? Notice how personal and 
how real God's relationship to the Psalmist is 
(vv.4,14,15). What testimony can you give to 
your experience with God? 


Monday, 


Tuesday, November 15, Exodus 15:1-2,11-13. 
Read through chapter fourteen for the events 
that inspired the “Song of Moses” of chapter 
fifteen. What is the main theme of the Song 
of Moses (vv.1-18)? Could the people have any 
grounds at all for boasting in their own efforts 
to escape? To whom is due all the credit for 
their deliverance (vv.2,6,11)? What effect does 
their deliverance have on others (vv.14-16) ? 
The Jews’ deliverance from Egypt prefigures 
our own deliverance from sin by Christ. Do 
we have any grounds for claiming credit for 
our deliverance by Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9) ? 
lo whom is due all the credit for our salvation 
from sin (Titus 3:4-5)? Does the fact that 
you have been saved by Christ have any effect 
on the life of anyone around you (Romans 
1:8) 


Wednesday, November 16, Psalm 100. What 
two relationships of God’s people to God are 
mentioned in v.3? What is the central thought 
of this verse? How completely do we belong 
to God? On what basis can He claim owner- 
ship? How has v.5 been true for you? Mark 
the imperatives in vv.2 and 4 that result from 
the truths of vv. 3 and 5. What attitude toward 
God is desired? What mood is encouraged? 
Real joy and peace often result from a time 
of praise to God. Is praise a part of your prayer 
life? Do you long to see it in the lives of 
others (v.1)? Do you know genuine joy in your 
Christian experience? 

Thursday, November 17, Psalm 104:1-19. 
Read through these verses and notice the com- 
pleteness of God’s control of His creation. In 
vv.2-9 what evidence is there of God’s mastery 
of the elements? What do you see of purpose 
in the things God created (vv.10-19)? How 
do these facts answer those who question God’s 
sovereignty? What do they say to those who 
wonder what is behind the universe? Pick out 
the verses that reveal the beauty, harmony and 
joy of God’s plan for His world. List, in 
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review, the main facts this Psalm teaches about 
the kind of God we have? Do you think you 
can safely entrust your life to Him? 


Friday, November 18, John 6:1-14. Notice 
the multitudes that followed Christ (vv.2,10) ! 
What is one reason Jesus gives for their follow- 
ing Him (v.26)? Is part of my motive in 
following Christ the seeking of personal gain? 
What other motives caused people to follow 
Christ (vv. 2,14)? What is it about Christ that 
causes you to follow Him? What manifesta- 
tions of Christ’s concern for people do you 
find in this passage (vv.2,5-13)? Do you mani- 
fest this same concern for the needs of others? 
Notice the lad with the fishes (v.9). What 
was Christ able to do with the little he had 
(vv.10-13) ? Do you think He can do this with 
your possessions - your money? your time? your 
abilities? Or do you, like Phillip and Peter, 
evaluate the situation in purely human terms 
(vv.7-9) ? 

Saturday, November 19, I Chronicles 16:7-15. 
David has the ark of the covenant (where God’s 
presence was) brought into Jerusalem (15:28). 
Notice the mood of the occasion (15:28-16:3; 
16:7). How do verses 8-34 reflect this mood? 
(Verses 8-33 are selections from Psalms 105 and 
96). Repeat to yourself each of the exhorta- 
tions of vv.8-13. How would a daily exercise 
of meditation on Scripture passages like this 
one tend to enrich your spiritual life? What 
facts inspire the Psalmist in vv.15-22 concerning 
the way God has dealt with His people in the 
past? Do you think that the small beginning 
God has made through you may develop into 
something far greater than you have ever 
dreamed? 


Women’s Work 


A Quarter Speaks 


I am 25 cents. 

I am not on speaking terms with the butcher. 

I am not large enough to purchase a box of candy. 

I am too small to buy a ticket to the movies, 

I am hardly fit for a tip - but believe me, 

When I go to Church on Sunday, I am considered 
SOME MONEY. 








—Origin Unknown. 





A Report on Informal Processes 


A weekday women’s group in the First Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta, tried something new in 
adult leadership in an attempt to “vitalize” the 
teaching and study that usually takes place in 
a circle. A combination of informal techniques 
were consolidated as an experiment. 


During one of the meetings in July, the study 
leader enlisted the co-operation of the group 
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to try, as an experiment, something new in 
adult education. A book review was scheduled 
on the theme, “Love in the New Testament.” 
The leader reviewed the book according to the 
usual pattern; however, instead of stopping the 
teaching procedure at the completion of this 
20 minute review, it was explained that the 
study had just begun with this as an intro- 
duction. 


The entire group was divided into smaller 
discussion groups of six people each with each 
group being assigned to a meeting place in 
the home. The front porch, the bedrooms, the 
living room, the dining room, the yard, all be- 
came meeting places for these various groups. 
It was explained first, however, that each group 
would select its reporter to bring the gleanings 
of the discussion back to the larger group. Con- 
veners were appointed by the study leader for 
each small group. It was further explained 
that two bells would ring, one to warn that 
they had two minutes before coming back to- 
gether and the final bell would indicate that 
they should all re-assemble. 


This plan was followed with each group dis- 
cussing the implications that the ideas expressed 
in the book review had for women in today’s 
world. During the period of small group dis- 
cussions, the study leader moved freely from 
group to group with the purpose in mind to 
clarify any ideas taken from the book, to check 
on the mechanics of this operation, and to assist 
if needed to keep discussion going. 


At the sound of the last bell, all of the women 
returned to the larger group to discuss together 
that which had been begun. The enthusiasm 
was great and the discussion alive with interest. 

Luncheon followed this last half hour of dis- 
cussion, and it was interesting to note that the 
subject of conversation for the most part was 
a continuation of that begun in those small 
groups of the morning. The women present 
were interested and stimulated to think real- 
istically about problems of everyday life reflected 
against the teachings of the New Testament. 
Thus, the spiritual, intellectual and social were 
combined in the atmosphere of a home. 

The leader evaluated the process with a num- 
ber of the members of the group and the fol- 
lowing generalizations were made: 


1. Each individual in attendance had an op- 
portunity to participate in the activities and 
discussions of the meeting. 
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2. Each individual had an opportunity to 
become well acquainted with the members of 
the entire group. 

3. There was complete freedom of expression, 
co-operative endeavor, and a strengthening of 
belief by verbalization emerged. 

Mrs. M. E. Sanders 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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Thoughts From Andrew Murray’s 
“With Christ in the School of Prayer” 


“The more the Christian is truly filled with 
the Spirit of Christ, the more spontaneous will 
be his giving himself up to the life of priestly 
intercession. God needs, greatly needs, priests 
who can draw near to Him, who live in His 
presence, and by their intercession draw down 
the blessings of His grace on others. 


“The world needs, greatly needs, priests who 
will bear the burden of the perishing ones, and 
intercede on their behalf. Abiding in union 
with the Great High Priest ‘you shall ask what 
you will, and it shall be done unto you.’ You 
will not only join in the general prayer of the 
Church for the world, but be able in your own 
sphere to take up your special work in prayer 
as priests, to transact it with God, to receive 
and know the answer, and so to bless in His 
name. 


“Come, come, and be a priest. Seek now to 
walk before the Lord in the full consciousness 
that you have been set apart for the holy min- 
istry of Intercession. Yea, Lord, do Thou lay 
Thy hands on me, and Thyself consecrate me 
to this Thy holy work.” 


Martha Little 
Patrocinio, Minas Gerais, Brazil 





A Suggestion to Presbyterian Churches 
Situated Near Large Schools 
By Harold B. Leach 


If your Presbyterian Church is near enough 
to any church school, or any other kind of 
school, and students attend your church, I sug- 
gest that your session arrange for a type of 
membership known as “Affiliate Membership,” 
made up of students from your near-by school 
or schools, students who are members in their 
home churches. Affiliate membership in such 
a church does not affect one’s membership in 
his home church, nor is it full membership like 
his at home. The bulletin of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Staunton, Virginia, Dr. R. R. 
Potter, Pastor, October 9, has this explanation: 
“Being an Affiliate Member here will in no 
way change the status of college students’ mem- 
bership in their home churches, Rather, it af- 
fords a better opportunity to continue one’s 
Christian growth through regular contact and 
fellowship and a sense of really belonging here 
during academic days in Staunton.” Such mem- 
bership by a student is bound to give him or 
her more interest in church attendance and 
to lead to taking an active part in some part 
of the program. 


I trust no Presbyterian church near a school 
will ever permit such a fact as the one below 
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to be known in their midst:—A group of four 
or five college students were talking (in my 
hearing) , and one said, 


“I have been attending this church all four 
years of my college life, and I have never had 
any one to speak to me as many as four times.” 


Another student (having returned for his 
M. A.), spoke and said, 


“I can beat that: I have been attending here 
five years and have not had as many as five 
people of this church to speak to me.” 


The Bible has very, very much to say about 
how Christians are to treat strangers. College 
students away from home are strangers. 


Church News 


Married: Mrs. Lalla Brown Somerville was 
married to Ernest H. Meller, Jr., on October 
llth, 1955, at the First Presbyterian Chapel, 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. 











New Church Organized 
at Alexandria, La. 


A locally almost unprecedented story of 
church development has unfolded in Alexandria, 
Louisiana, during the past year. It was climaxed 
on Sunday night, October 16, when the Jack- 
son Street Presbyterian Church was formally or- 
ganized by the Louisiana Presbytery, Synod of 
Louisiana. The climax of this story is the open- 
ing chapter of a new ministry dedicated to the 
glory of God. 


In October of 1954 members of the Session of 
the First Presbyterian Church in Alexandria, 
discussed at length the need for another church 
in a fast-growing new section of the city. And 
on Hallowe’en Dr. Herman C. Quantz, a mem- 
ber of the session who was destined to be the 
leader in the new church, found a perfect site 
for it. In less than a week the money to pur- 
chase the site had been raised. This first inci- 
dent is indicative of the whole progress of the 
church. 


In February a Scout Hut owned by the First 
Church was moved to the site and a church- 
sponsored Boy Scout troop organized. Sunday 
School was opened in a near-by house and in 
the Scout Hut in March, and later that month 
evening services were begun with Chaplain H. 
A. Guiler of nearby England Air Base preaching. 


Ground breaking ceremonies for a modern 
new plant were held on May 1, with S. R. 
Pickett, elder of First Church, turning the first 
shovel of dirt. During the summer vacation 
the services of a ministerial student, Robert 
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Stewart, and his wife were secured. Besides the 
original Sunday evening meetings, morning 
services were conducted, a one-week Vacation 
Bible School was held, and the congregation 
grew and stabilized. Early in the summer work 
was begun on the new church plant with a 
chapel large enough to seat 160 people. It was 
completed for the charter ceremony. 


In September a petition containing 85 names 
was presented to the Louisiana Presbytery. It 
was approved and a commission, with Dr. G. 
Aiken Taylor, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, chairman, launched the new congrega- 
tion on the 16th. Other members of the com- 
mission were: Dr. John W. Melton, Baton 
Rouge; Rev. Harold Jackson, Jennings; Dr. 
Robert M. McGehee, Baker; F. A. Frere, Jen- 
nings; Barton Freeland, Crowley; and Lewis F. 
Wakeman, Baton Rouge. 


Elected at the organization meeting to govern 
the new church were elders Herman C,. Quantz, 
Baker S. Smith, James Davis, and J. Howard 
Wilson. Deacons elected to serve were Chester 
Amend, J. R. Gardner, Bill Cutter, Lewis Blake, 
Ralph Lee, Milton Simpson, and D. W. King. 

Perhaps most unusual in the whole story is 
the fact that a minister, Rev. John C, Neville, 
Jr., former pastor of Holt Presbyterian Church, 
Columbus, Ga., was approached, felt the cail, 
found the way clear and moved with his wife 
to the new field prior to the organization meet- 
ing. And in a town where rental property is 
hard to come by, a suitable, low-priced manse 
was found for the new pastor’s family less than 
an hour after he had accepted the call by phone. 


The success of this new venture in the Lord’s 
work is largely due to several lifts the First 
Church has given its “child”: first, the promo- 
tion through the consecrated efforts of its Ses- 
sion member, Dr. Quantz; second, the glad en- 
couragement of the new work by relinquish- 
ment of some 40 members as an operating 
nucleus; and last, direct and indirect financial 
support amounting to nearly $25,000 in one 
year’s time. 


An interesting and thought-provoking out- 
come of the new church’s organization is the 
effect it has had on its parent. Although the 
First Presbyterian Church has lost members and 
some of its outstanding leaders went to the Jack- 
son Street group, its Sunday School and church 
attendance are larger than they were a year ago, 
and offices in recent Women of the Church 
elections have been more easily filled with con- 
secrated leadership than at this time last year. 

Truly, members of the two Presbyterian 
churches in Alexandria can say together, “The 
Lord works in mysterious ways His wonders to 
perform.” 


Mrs. H. J. Derr, 
Ist Ch. Alexandria, Louisiana 
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New Orleans, La. — T. H. Shepard, Jr., an 
elder of Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
preached the 11 a.m. sermon for Laymen’s Sun- 
day, October 16. His subject was “Will You 
Go Fishing With Us?” based on passages from 
the Gospels of Mark and John. 

Supporting Mr. Shepard were other laymen, 
J. H. Laine, J. J. Hainkel, R. W. Rolston, and 
A. H. Gladden, Jr., all with a portion of the 
service. Dr. James M. Gregory, pastor, pro- 
nounced the benediction. 





Congaree Presbyterian Church, Cayce, South 
Carolina —- The Session of the Congaree Presby- 
terian Church, Cayce, South Carolina, is using a 
new plan for the Sunday Evening Service which 
the congregation is receiving with a great deal 
of enthusiasm. The plan is called “A SCHOOL 
FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING” and combines 
worship and study in a program for the entire 
family that lasts for one hour and ten minutes 
each Sunday evening for ten weeks. 

The school begins with a combined assembly 
for worship, and features a hearty hymn sing, 
Scripture, offering, and message by the pastor. 
This is followed by seven group meetings under 
local leadership as follows: Nursery, Kinder- 
garten, Children’s Fellowship and four study 
courses: Men’s Work, Women’s Work, Sunday 
School Work, and Youth Work. Rev. Claude 
McIntosh, pastor, serves as dean of the school, 
and the school is being accredited by the Board 
of Christian Education so that leadership credits 
can be given to those persons who complete the 
various courses. The school began with Rally 
Day, and will run through November, with the 
exception of October 16, when a Church Night 
Service was held to hear Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh, 
missionary to Indians in Oklahoma, who is 
touring the Presbyterial under the direction of 
Church extension secretary of the Presbyterial. 





Nashville, Tenn. — Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., missionaries to Japan, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Robert Donnell McCall, are parents of the 
newest “missionary,” Roy King McCall, born 
October 13. 

The McCalls, who are serving in Nagoya, 
Japan, named the baby after the Rev. R. K. 
McCall, D.D., the grandfather, pastor of the 
Haskell, Texas, Presbyterian Church. 

Mrs. McCall is the former Virginia Mont- 
gomery, daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. James 
Montgomery, missionaries of our church in 
Formosa. She is a graduate of Agnes Scott Col- 
lege and the Assembly’s Training School. She 
is a member of the St. Charles Avenue Presby- 
terian Church of New Orleans, La. 

Mr. McCall, a native of San Saba, is a graduate 
of Bob Jones University and of Columbia Pres- 
byterian Seminary, Decatur, Ga. He is a mem- 
ber of Mid-Texas Presbytery. 
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Austin, Texas — Four new officers were 
named, late in September, to head the student 
body of Austin Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary. 


Student body secretary is William R. Walker, 
a “middler” (second year) student from Grand 
Falls, Texas. New president of the senior class 
is Joseph Cochran of Fort Worth. An honor 
graduate of the University, Sam Junkin, was 
elected middler class president. The Junior 
(first class) president is Keith Nickle. 











STOP SMOKING 
Banish The Craving For Tobacco! 


The easily applied method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will 
enable you to quickly and positively rid your- 
self of the Tobacco Habit. Read this book 
through. You'll enjoy it, and if you don’t 
give up smoking, you get your money back 
and no questions asked. Postpaid only $1.00. 
NEW LIFE, Dept. SP-116 Rowan, lowa 














SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 20 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Evidence Of Fesus’ Power 


Background Scripture: Luke 7; 8:22-56 
Devotional Reading: Romans 8 :31-39 


There are two kinds of power. 


translated ‘“‘power” 
For instance, an officer of the law has the “power,” 
the law, but he may, or may not, have the “ability” 


or overpower him. 
case of the man sick with the palsy Jesus proved 
that he had the right or authority to forgive 
sins when He exercised His power and healed 
the man’s body. 


In Romans 8:31-39 we see the power of His 
love from which nothing can separate us, and 
which makes us “more than conquerors.” We 
can face tribulations and persecutions, and 
hardships and perils of every sort in the power 
of that love. 


Jesus sums up some of the evidences of His 
power in His reply to the inquiry of John the 
Baptist, Art thou he that should come, or look 
we for another? In that hour Jesus performed 
many miracles and then told the two disciples 
of John who had been sent to ask Him this 
question, Go and tell John what you have seen 
and heard. He then pronounced a striking 
eulogy upon John and upbraided the generation 
because of their unwillingness to accept either 
John or Jesus. No amount of evidence can 
convince unbelieving minds bent on criticism 
and faultfinding. We have many in our “gen- 
eration” who act in the same way today. Neither 
i “Billy Sunday” nor a “Quiet Talks Gordon” 
suit them. They will criticize any sort of preach- 
ing, or any type of preacher. 


I wish now to take up some of the incidents 
in these two chapters which are given by Luke, 
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In the Greek we 


Jesus had both kinds of “power”; 


have two different words which are both 


one designates the authority to do something, the other, the ability to do it. 


namely, the “authority” to arrest a violator of 
to arrest him, for the criminal may escape, 
both the authority, and the ability. In the 





the physician, to present and prove the Power 
of Jesus. 


7 a 7” 
to die” 


- Servant - - 
7:1-10. 


who - - was sick, and ready 


There are several of these Roman Centurions 
mentioned in the New Testament. They stand 
out as exceptionally fine men, in striking con- 
trast to some of the higher Roman officials like 
Felix and Festus. This centurion is an un- 
assuming man; one who was “worthy” in the 
eyes of the Jewish leaders, but very “unworthy” 
in his own estimation. The Jewish elders tell 
Jesus that he loved the Jewish nation, and 
had built them a synagogue, but he says of 
himself, “I am not worthy that thou shouldest 
enter under my roof.” He was also a man of 
great faith; “I have not found so great faith, 
no, not in Israel.” In him we see a combination 
of good character and humility and faith not 
often found in men. We certainly would not 
expect to find it in a Roman soldier. His 
faith was richly rewarded and his servant healed. 
The power of Jesus is manifested in a simple 
and wonderful way. The centurion had said, 
“Say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.” 
Jesus had spoken the word, and they that were 
sent, returning to the house, found the servant 
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whole that had been sick. Jesus’ power gladly 
responds to such a faith. How different is this 
incident from that at Nazareth where He could 
do no mighty works because of their unbelief. 
Even Jesus, with His almighty power, has to 
have an atmosphere of faith, if He is to fully 
display that power. Unbelief hinders His power; 
faith releases it. 


Il. “There was a dead man”: 7:11-17. 


The servant was sick unto death; this man 
was dead and being borne to the grave. He 
was the only son of a widow. Jesus came and 
touched the bier, and said, Young man, I say 
unto thee, arise. And he that was dead sat up, 
and began to speak. Jesus said to Martha, as 
she mourned for her brother, I am the resur- 
rection and the life. The time is coming, and 
now is, that they that hear His voice shall 
live. And the time is also coming when all 
who are in their graves shall hear his voice and 
come forth. Our hope of resurrection, both 
of soul and body, is found in Him. Dead sin- 
ners are born again, they live, when they hear 
and believe, and the dead bodies of those that 
sleep in Him He will raise from the dead. In 
the preceding miracle we saw His power over 
disease; in this one we see His power over death 
itself. Thanks be to God Who giveth us the 
victory through Jesus Christ, 


Ill. “A woman --- which was a sinner’: 7:36-56. 


The contrast between the proud Pharisee who 
felt no need of forgiveness, and who had no 
special love for the Savior from sin, and this 
lowly, sinful woman, is very striking. Jesus 
rebuked the Pharisee for his cold and unloving 
reception, and richly rewarded the woman at 
the same time. We hope the Pharisee saw the 
point and learned his lesson. “Her sins which 
are many, are forgiven.” “Thy sins are for- 
given.” These are the sweetest words a sinner 
can hear. Oh, the happiness of the man whose 
transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are cov- 
ered! These words are precious words, “bonnie 
words,” when spoken by the One Who has the 
“power”, (the authority), to speak them. We 
do not believe that this power has been dele- 
gated to any mere man here on earth. On the 
authority of God’s Word we can tell sinners 
that “if they confess their sins” Jesus will for- 
give; we can assure them that if they come to 
Him He will in no wise cast them out. But it is 
Jesus Christ; it is God in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself, Who forgives sin, not 
the preacher. This power of Jesus has been 
felt in the hearts and lives of sinners, Lo, these 
many years. Such forgiveness calls forth great 
love, as it did in the case of this woman, who 
expressed it in a beautiful way as she stood 
at His feet and washed His feet with her tears 
and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 
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Multitudes of such sinners will be found at 
the Great Wedding Feast when Jesus comes 
again. This is one of the most touching scenes 
in the Gospels. Thank God for such a Savior; 
the Savior of all who have broken and contrite 
hearts! 


IV. “A Storm of wind on the lake” : 8:22-25. 


He was asleep in the midst of the storm. How 
tired He must have been! It was a dangerous 
storm, for those seasoned sailors cried out, 
“Master, Master, we perish.” And He arose 
and rebuked the wind and the raging of the 
water. One of the men announcing the recent 
hurricane said, we cannot stop it; we are pre- 
paring for it. Think of the folly of a mere 
man attempting to stop a storm! I believe we 
have the story in English History of one king 
who tried to stop the waves, but they laughed 
at his folly. The men in the boat were fright- 
ened, but not so foolish as to try to stop the 
storm. Who ever heard of a man “rebuking 
the wind”! But He did both! And the wind 
obeyed His command, and there was a calm. 
What Power! What Authority and Ability com- 
bined! The winds and the waves obey His 
will; Peace, Be still! Peace, Be still. He is 
Master of earth and sky and sea. 


We live in a Stormy world. This is true of 
the world of Na with its tornadoes and 
hurricanes. It is true in many other ways. We 
have as our Savior One Who is able to keep 
us in the midst of the storms. 


V. “A certain man, which had devils long 
time” : 8:26-40. 

The storm on the sea was bad enough : this 
storm in this poor man’s soul, was far worse. 
When a man has a legion of devils in his heart 
his whole being is convulsed. No man could 
bind him with chains. The only One Who 
has the power to bind Satan or his agents is 
the One Who conquered the devil in the wilder- 
ness. I am convinced when I read the horrible 
accounts of unnatural crimes in our day, that 
we have people who are literally “possessed of 
devils”; some must have legions. Some try to 
explain away “demon possession.” I believe 
that demons live in some men and women in 
our day. This is the most satisfying explanation 
to my own mind. 


Jesus calms the storm in the man’s soul by 
casting out the demons. This is a work of God. 
Here is evidence of Jesus’ power which proves 
Him to be God. Demons do not obey the com- 
mand of men. 


VI. “And she lay a dying” : 8:41-43; 49-56. 


This pathetic story illustrates both the power 
and compassion of Jesus. There is a delay caused 
by the woman coming and touching Him, and 
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He has to reassure the ruler of the synagogue 
and encourage him. He raises the little child, 
even though she was dead. Here is the differ- 
ence between Jesus and other doctors. If a 
doctor is told that his patient is dead, he does 
not bother to even go to the home! The Great 
Physician can say, Fear not, only believe. 


VII. “A woman - - - which had spent all her 
living upon physicians” : 8:43-48. 


These are revealing words, coming from the 


pen of a physician! We can easily spend all 
we have and not be healed. The only doctor 
who never charged for His services, always 
healed all who came! A Christian doctor, who 
works hand in hand with the Great Doctor 
makes a wonderful combination. We have all 
known and loved such physicians. I can think 
of some in my own limited experience. It 
is a great experience to help the Great Phy- 
sician heal the body and also heal the soul of 
a sick person. May all our doctors covet such 
an experience! 





YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 20 


How Shall 


Hymn: “Ye Servants Of God, Your Master 
Proclaim” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Romans 10:1-17. 

Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me, That I may 
Speak” 

Offering 

Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 





INSTRUCTIONS: 

(This is another program which should be 
organized and presented by your Witness Com- 
mission, or by a special committee which has 
been appointed to carry on your work of being 
witnesses for Christ. This program will be most 
helpful to your group only if you make an ap- 
plication of it to your local situation and then 
follow it up with an organized effort to witness, 
We can talk about witnessing, we can admit 
that we ought to do it, but we are not likely 
to accomplish much unless there is an organized 
plan. There is nothing your group can do that 
will be more helpful to you and to your church 
and community than to become active as wit- 
nesses for Christ.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

In our Scripture passage we heard these 
words, “How shall they hear without a preach- 
er?” How can lost people know about Christ 
and the salvation He offers unless someone tells 
them? The method which God has chosen to 
make Christ known is the passing of the word 
from one person to another. The unsaved peo- 
ple of the world will not hear or believe or be 
saved unless someone tells them about Christ. 
In view of this truth, every Christian has a 
very definite responsibility to be a teller of 
the good news about Christ. It may be that 
the word “preacher” in the Scripture scares 
some of us. We do not think of ourselves as 
preachers in the professional sense. God does 
not mean for all of us to be ordained ministers 
of the Gospel. On the other hand, God does 
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They Hear? 


not mean that His ordained ministers are to 
do all of the telling about Christ. We shall 
not be doing violence to the Scripture if 
we read it this way, “How shall they hear with- 
out a witness,” and we have already discovered 
that every Christian is a witness. Every Chris- 
tian has had an experience with Christ, and 
he is responsible for bearing testimony to his 
experience. 

In our two previous programs we have dis- 
cussed what we have to tell about Christ and 
who the people are who need to hear what 
we have to tell. Now we come to the actual 
telling. How shall we go about it? Our speak- 
ers will suggest two ways of telling the unreached 
about Christ. It is to be hoped that our own 
group will take this seriously enough to make 
some definite plans for putting these ways into 
practice. 

First SPEAKER: 

It is the first business of our church to pro- 
claim the message of salvation through Christ. 
We can be witnesses to Him by bringing people 
to hear the message of the church. When you, 
by your urging and invitation, bring an un- 
saved person to hear the preacher explain the 
divine plan of salvation, you are being a witness. 
When you induce an unreached person to come 
to Sunday School where the Gospel is read and 
taught, you are being a witness. When you 
bring an un-Christian young person to your 
youth meetings to learn about Christ, you are 
being a witness. This should reveal to us how 
important it is that our church should always 
keep uppermost in its preaching, teaching, and 
programs God’s message for the lost. 


This matter of bringing people into the 
church is one that requires more organization 
and planning than we usually give it. Some 
youth groups have followed a plan like this: 
(1) they make a list of all their prospective 
members, (2) they set a specific afternoon or 
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evening for visiting, (3) they divide their group 
into pairs or teams, (4) they divide the pros- 
pects among the teams, and (5) they go visit 
them, inviting them to the church and especially 
to the youth meetings. Another way is to as- 
sign the prospects to those young people who 
will take them as a definite responsibility to 
pray for and to invite to the church. It may 
be that some variation of one of these plans 
would be better for our group, but in any case, 
let us make a plan and put it into action. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


The way of witnessing mentioned by our 
first speaker is surely important, but there is 
another way which is more personal, and in 
many cases it is more effective. It is the way 
of frank discussion with a person about his 
spiritual condition and his need of Christ. It 
is sometimes argued that the average Christian 
does not know enough to engage in this kind 
of personal witnessing, but if he knows enough 
to be a Christian himself, he ought to be able 
to tell someone else of the way. The person 
who would do this work needs tact, which is 
little more than Christian love and thoughtful- 


ness. He also needs to have his information 
organized, and the information should come 
from the Bible. The Division of Evangelism of 
our church has published a very fine tract 
which should be in the hands of every person 
who seeks to win souls. The tract is called 
“Four Great Facts.” By use of Scripture passages 
it proves that (1) “You need to be saved.” (2) 
“You cannot save yourself,” (3) “Jesus died 
to save you,” and (4) “You must believe on 
Him.” With this well-organized Biblical knowl- 
edge any Christian should be able to intro- 
duce an unbeliever to Christ. (These tracts 
may be ordered from the Division of Evange- 
lism, Board of Church Extension, Atlanta, Ga.) 


One of the effective ways of witnessing to 
an unbeliever is to tell him in your own words 
what Christ means to you. It is not an attempt 
to argue or reason, but a sharing of your experi- 
ence with Christ. As we said in our first pro- 
gram of this unit, a witness is one who tells of 
his experience, and a Christian witness, in the 
purest sense, is one who tells of his experience 
with Christ. As we learn to witness in this way, 
we shall be fully obeying Christ’s command, 
and we shall find fullness of life. 





More Sccial Security Information 


(For Ministers who will be Sixty-Five Years of 
Age or older on March 31, 1956) 


Ordinarily, where it is at all possible, min- 
isters sixty-five years of age or older on March 
31, 1956, should plan to continue in service 
through June 30, and usually it would be better 
for them to continue through December 31, 
1956. By thus continuing usually a larger month- 
ly benefit will be received. There are circum- 
stances, however, in which it is not practicable 
for the minister to continue longer than through 
March 31, 1956. It is important for such min- 
isters to know, and for their employing agencies 


to know that it is now possible for them to re-* 


tire as of March 31, 1956, and receive in May 
their first Social Security check covering the 
month of April. Information has now been 
released from Washington that such benefits 
could be initiated for the month of April with 
the first payment being made in May of 1956. 


The above is important to elderly ministers, 
regardless of how much older than sixty-five, 
who are employed and have net earnings from 
their ministry and/or from secular self-employ- 
ment of $400 during 1955 and also have $400 
net earnings from the first three months, Janu- 
ary through March of 1956. Having filed Form 
2031 (Waiver Certificate for use by Ministers) 
with the District Director of Internal Revenue, 


having received a Social Security Account Num- 


ber, and having paid your 3° tax during Janu- 
z d oO . 


ary, February or March 1956, for 1955 (about 
April 10th) you may file claim for your Social 
Security payments. You will then be entitled 
to the minimum monthly amount of $30 per 
month. If your wife is also sixty-five years of 
age or older she may file her claim and receive 
$15.00 per month. $45.00 per month additional 
for you and your wife regularly every month 
through the years will probably be acceptable. 
Your Government has now made this possible. 


While it is possible for you as a minister to 
retire as of March 31, 1956, careful thought 
should be given to the effect that continuing 
through June 30, or through December 31, 1956, 
will have on your average monthly wage, and 
consequently upon your Social Security benefit. 


An illustration will be helpful. Suppose that 
you are sixty-five years of age or older and 
that your net earnings during 1955 were $3600. 
During January through March 1956 they 
totaled $900.00. Upon retirement as of March 
31, 1956 your average monthly wage would be 
$200 ($3600 divided by the minimum divisor 
18). Your monthly benefit would be $78.50 
(55% of first $110 plus 20% of $90). Then in 
January 1957 you could pay your 3% tax for 
1956 and request a recomputation. Under the 
recomputation your monthly benefit would be 
$83.50 (Assuming $300 per month net for Janu- 
ary through March 1956, total $900—$4,050 di- 
vided by 18 equals average monthly wage of 
$225.00. $4500 divided by 24 equals $187.50, 
which is less than $225.00. Therefore $225 will 
be used as the average monthly wage. 55% of 
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first $110 plus 20% of $115.00 equals $83.50 
Social Security benefit per month, the difference 
of $5.00 being made retroactive to April 1956.) 


While it would be thus permissible for you 
to retire as of March 31, 1956, in your situation, 
it would be distinctly to your advantage to 
continue through June 30, and more to your 
advantage to continue through December 31, 
1956 (or until you have pulled your average 
monthly wage up to $350.00). The situation of 
a minister such as the one described, was dealt 
with in a previous article on Social Security for 
Ministers in our issue of September 28, 1955, 
explaining the monthly retirement benefits (1) 
where the closing date is July 1, 1956 and (2) 
where it is January 1, 1957. That information 
will not be repeated. However, we shall sum- 
marize as follows: Assuming $3600 net earn- 
ings during 1955 and $900 for the first three 
months of 1956, being 65 years of age or older 
you may retire as of Mz rch 31, 1956. In May 
you would receive your first monthly benefit 
for April in the amount of $78.50. By request- 
ing a recomputation at the beginning of 1957 
(after paying 3% tax for 1956) your payments 
may be increased to $83.50 made retroactive to 
April 1956. By waiting until June 30, your 
total benefit under the recomputation in Janu- 
ary 1, 1957 would be $88.50 made retroactive 
to July 1, 1956. Thus your monthly income 
would be increased by $5.00 from $83.50 to 
$88.50, by continuing through June 30, 1956. 
By continuing through December 1956 your 
monthly benefit would be increased by another 
$10.00 per month to $98.50. Your wife, upon 
attaining age 65 will receive a benefit equiva- 
lent to half of yours (while you are receiving 
your benefit). In the long run, it will make 
quite a difference to you both if you can plan 
to continue re June 30th, or if possible 
through December 1956. 


You will recall that under seventy-two years 
of age you may not receive more than $1200 
earned income without forfeiting some of your 
Social Security benefit. However, after you be- 
come seventy-two there is no limit on the amount 
which you may earn and still receive your Social 
Security payments. If you are seventy-two years 
of age and plan to retire as of March 31, and 
have your Social Security payments begin as of 
April; or retire as of June 30, 1956 and have 
your payments begin as of July, you may re- 
ceive such monthly payments regardless of how 
much may be your earned income after such 
retirement. In fact, you could continue in your 
usual employment without formal retirement, in 
so far as your Social Security payments are con- 
cerned. 


This information is given to our ministers as 
a service by the Board Annuities and it is 
believed to be entirely correct. Only the proper 
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Government agencies can give authoritative an- 
swers to your questions. One should not depend 
upon friends, however well-intentioned, or upon 
some self-appointed expert. You can trust the 
information received from the Social Security 
offices, or from the Department of Internal Rev- 
enue if tax questions are involved. If your ques- 
tions involve unusual technical angles it might 
be best for them to be in writing to the proper 
Government Agency. You should file their writ- 
ten replies among your valuable papers for con- 
venient reference when needed. 














Frank H. Caldwell. 


PREACHING ANGLES. 
Abingdon Press. $2.00. 

The material in this book was first presented 
as the T. V. Moore Lectures at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary. The underlying purpose 
of the volume is to aid the minister in enlarg- 
ing his kit of preaching tools and in developing 
skill in their use. Dr. Caldwell believes that 
sermons may be Biblical, logical, and _ theo- 
logical and yet may fail in their objective if 
they are not also psychological. He insists that 
a sermon must get the attention and hold in- 
terest or the purpose of the sermon is frustrated. 
He presents in this volume thirty angles of 
approach to preaching which are identified and 
illustrated. He tells us that these approaches are 
not new and all are being used with effective- 
ness. Specific examples are offered to suggest 
an ample source of materials for further study 
and experiment. 


Techniques and procedures are frankly ap- 
praised in their relationship to the preacher's 
mission and function. The author recognizes 
that methodology is secondary to content. What 
is primary is personal testimony to what the 
minister has seen and heard of the redeeming 
grace of God. The main value of this volume 
is the recognition it gives to the fact so easily 
overlooked that preaching requires variety for 
its maximum effectiveness. 

After throwing light upon the various preach- 
ing angles to make the ministry of the Gospel 
more interesting and captivating, Dr. Caldwell 
acknowledges that the kingdom of God will 
never come by any bag of homolitical gadgets, 
tricks, or angles; but that the preacher who 
would preach the Word of God to the people 
must first of all have heard the Word of God 
in his heart. Any preacher who wants to make 
his sermons more varied and interesting will 
find this volume invigorating. —J.R.R. 
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Photo by Harold M. Lambert 


WHO IS HE? 


and what does he mean to you ? 


If you work for a living, or are a business owner you might recognize 
this man as a retired employee who is receiving a retirement check made 
possible by a thoughtful, realistic business organization . . . or, he might 
be some friend who is grateful for the receipt of an insurance check which 
is to pay for—recent hospitalization or surgery—also made practical by his 
employer. 


In fact, he could be most any one of thousands of men and women who 
today can rest in the security that they will be cared for in retirement, or if 
they undergo hospitalization or surgery — and they do better work for the 
knowing. 


You, as a church member, may know of another man who may look 
forward to this sort of security—or perhaps, right now, he can't. 


Is he your Minister — or Lay Employee? 


The Board of Annuities & Relief will be happy to give you full details as to how 
your minister and full-time, salaried personnel can obtain benefits of a generous 
annuity and insurance program. The cost is surprisingly small—and remember, 
your minister won’t ask for it. An officer may write to 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. Atlanta, Georgia 
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